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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION

Laurel Meadow is a farm consisting of a dwelling and associated outbuildings located on
State Route 643 in eastern Hanover County, Virginia. The house is an asymmetrical five-bay,
1%-story house with three gable dormers. It has a pedimented porch and an exterior-end
chimney on each gable end. Contributing buildings are the 1'%4-story dwelling, a one-room
schoolhouse, and a barn. Among the noncontributing resources are four buildings: a relocated
tenant house, a modern brick garage and two modern sheds; and one structure: a relocated
corncrib.

The house had two major building periods, but has also received more discrete
expansions and renovations over the past 150 years. The original hall-parlor-plan house with
its unusual entrance vestibule and central staircase was constructed in the early nineteenth
century. A shed-roofed addition was added to the north elevation later in the nineteenth century.
The house was further expanded during the late nineteenth century with a shed-roofed addition
on the east side. Other porches and entries have been added on three sides of the house that
allow for exterior access to basement rooms.

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

Laurel Meadow is an early-nineteenth-century frame and weatherboarded house that has
had numerous additions in its long history. The original house was built as a 1'2-story hall-
parlor-plan dwelling. It has a raised brick basement that is laid in five-course American bond.
The house originally had two exterior-end chimneys; however, the east chimney was later
encapsulated by subsequent additions. The house has a gable roof with dormers. The roof is
clad in standing-seam metal that replaced wooden shingles. Beaded weatherboard was the
original cladding and survives on seventy percent of the house.

The three-bay principal elevation of the original house measures fifty-feet-two-inches.
The raised basement has three, four-over-eight, double-hung sash windows, two west of the
porch and one east of the porch. The pedimented wooden porch that shelters the doorway has
five wooden steps leading up from the ground to the porch floor. The porch has a gable roof
with square tapered posts and a plain balustrade. The main entrance is flanked by two four-
over-four pane, double-hung sash windows to the west and by one four-over-four pane, double-
hung sash window to the east. Across the front of the house’s gable roof are three gable
dormers with six-over-six pane, double-hung sash. All original windows have corner block
paterae and recessed ovolo surrounds. The plain doorway consists of a six-panel wooden door
with no transom or sidelights.

The one-bay west elevation of the house is twenty-feet-six-inches wide. It is dominated
by an exterior-end brick chimney laid in four-course American bond and centered on the gable
end massing. The evidence of symmetrically flanking windows is present in the basement
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brickwork; the window to the south has been filled and the window on the north is blocked by
an air conditioning unit. On the first floor there is a small casement window in the rear shed
room, A small attic casement window is also present south of the chimney stack.

The north elevation has many additions. The three-bay northwest addition is 28’ 1" x
9’ 6" with a shed roof. The basement has three twelve-pane, double-hung sash windows. The
first floor has two small replacement windows that flank a larger six-over-six pane, double-hung
sash window that may be a replacement for an earlier doorway. This addition does not have
beaded weatherboard. To the northeast of this major addition are two low shed-roofed additions
of recent construction that expand the basement living space. Immediately adjacent to the
northwest addition is a brick bulkhead that gives outside access to the kitchen in the basement.
A second modern basement addition extends from the northeast corner of the rear elevation and
is 13°6" x 6’3". One original first-floor window surrounded by trim with corner blocks and
one gable dormer survive on the original portion of the rear elevation.

The east elevation has been highly modified with a shed-roofed addition. The raised
basement has a double window with two two-over-four pane, double-hung sash windows; one
three-over-six, double-hung sash window; and a lean-to entry on the east side giving external
access to the basement. On the first floor this elevation has two modern windows: one eight-
over-eight pane, double-hung sash window and one casement window. The addition
encompasses the exterior end chimney, which has been rebuilt in stretcher bond.

The raised basement of the main house has five rooms. The entry room and laundry
room occupy the space under the east addition and encompass the east end chimney and the
original exterior doorway into the basement. The den currently occupies the space under the
hall and contains a fireplace that had been bricked in until the most recent renovations. The
mantel was removed when it was bricked up. Its ceiling joists are exposed. The north wall of
the den has a doorway that leads to the kitchen in the northwest addition. A board partition on
the west separates the kitchen from the pantry which features a brick floor. The west room in
the basement is used as a dining room. The mantel on the west wall is not original. On the east
wall the closed-string stairway leads to the first floor, and a door leads into the den.

From the main entrance on the first floor one enters a small vestibule with stairs leading
down to the dining room and doors to the living room on the east side, and the bedroom on the
west side. The living room has a chair rail and a mantel with turned columns supporting a high
shelf. The walls and ceilings are plastered. The small door on the north wall leads into the
northern addition through a very small hallway containing a closet and bathroom. The room at
the end of the small hallway may have been a rear entry into the house, but at present a window
has replaced the door to the backyard. This northern room gives access to the second floor
through the central boxed stairway. This staircase is unusual not only for its central location
between the two original rooms of the house, but also for its exterior access. The original
exterior door to the stair later became an interior door when the shed-roofed northern addition
of the house was constructed. On the second floor, the master bedroom is to the south, and a
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small bedroom is in the northwest corner of the house. The master bedroom retains its original
mantel and has a chair rail like that of the living room.

The second floor has two plaster-walled chambers. The east room has two dormer
windows on the south wall and one dormer window on the north wall. The east wall has the
outline of the removed mantel. The cracked ceiling plaster exposes the lath and roof framing.
The plaster of the west room is in better shape, The south wall has one dormer window and the
west wall has a small casement window that is now blocked.

A cluster of outbuildings survives south of the main house. A contributing one-room
schoolhouse, built in the mid-nineteenth century, is closest to the main house. It measures 16’
3" x 12’ 4". The schoolhouse is sheathed in twentieth-century diagonal flush siding on the north
and west, while the other two elevations have vertical board-and-batten siding installed during
restoration and electrification of the building. The foundation on the north side of the
schoolhouse has crumbled and exposes a cellar below the structure. The schoolhouse has a
standing-seam metal roof and a vertical-board door on the west elevation.

Immediately south of the schoolhouse is a nineteenth-century, front-gabled corncrib, 16’
2" x 11" 11". Despite its age, the structure is non-contributing because it was recently moved
from the bottomland of the property. The structure is not on the original foundation, has been
significantly altered, and does not have any of its original siding. The gable roof is covered by
standing-seam metal.

Another noncontributing resource that was recently relocated from the bottomland of the
property is the tenant house sited immediately south of the corncrib. It measures 20° x 12°5".
This house has a hall-parlor plan and its north elevation is the only side that has its original
weatherboarding, the other elevations are clad with asbestos shingles. The common gable roof
is covered with standing-seam metal.

A barn stands south of the tenant house. This contributing building is in its original
location, and although the dates of construction of all the outbuildings are uncertain, a recent
survey suggests that the barn was built soon after the Civil War. The barn is constructed of
wood with a gable roof facing west and is 40’ x 60°. Sheds for equipment storage project on
the north and south. A standing-seam metal roof covers an earlier wood plank roof.

The landscape of the property is significant as the historic use of the property was
agricultural and the existing property still has two fields in cultivation. There are remnants of
a garden next to the main house on the east and the present owners are in the process of
restoring it. The boxwoods that line the circular driveway and the walk from the driveway to
the house were planted by James Spratley within the last fifty years. Evidence remains of a
brick walkway from the driveway to the house. The east elevation faces a line of boxwood that
screens the garden and the outbuildings.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Laurel Meadow, an early hall-parlor-plan house built in the early nineteenth century, is
located on State Route 643 in eastern Hanover County, Virginia. It is being nominated under
Criterion C at the local level of significance because it is an excellent example of a hall-parlor-
plan dwelling in eastern Hanover County, and additionally, because it is an informative example
of an evolutionary nineteenth-century dwelling. It is also unusual for its central boxed staircase,
originally with an exterior access. The one-room schoolhouse on the property is a late-
nineteenth-century rare surviving private school building. Of additional interest is the fact that
the property was the site of Confederate and Union troop camps during the Civil War. Thomas
J. (Stonewall) Jackson’s regiment camped at Hundley’s Corner on 26 May 1862 which was part
of the property at that time. Family tradition states that General Jackson stayed in the house
overnight before he met General Lee at Walnut Grove the next morning. The present owners
retain two of the original fields but the total acreage has decreased to ten acres.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

The land on which Laure] Meadow stands was patented by Rice Hughes on 29 April
1693.' By 1821, the Oliver family occupied the property, The house, worth $1,000, was on
the property in 1821 when Benjamin Oliver, Sr., willed the property to his son Isaac Oliver.’
A plat now in the Virginia State Library shows that Isaac Oliver owned the Laurel Meadow
property in 1821, as well as the adjacent White Chimneys property. These two properties
comprised 1139 acres with 879 on the Laurel Meadow property. After Isaac Oliver’s death in
1831, Laurel Meadow, a 458'%-acre plantation, was retained by his widow, Ann A. Oliver, as
tenant-for-life. At her death the land was sold in 1848 to Archibald B. Timberlake, who
conveyed the property to Elizabeth H, Miller in 1849.°

George K. Hundley purchased the property, then known as Meadow Green, in 1860, just
prior to the Civil War.* Confederate and Union troops camped on Laurel Meadow grounds
in the summer months of 1862, when the property was part of the battlefield of Pole Green
Church. A map from the Confederate Engineer Bureau drawn by General I. F. Gilmer, Chief
Engineer, depicts the house owned by G. Hundley. Gilmer calls the northwest corner of the
property Hundley’s Comer. This ground is not part of the present property. On the night of
June 26, 1862, Confederate troops used the house as a hospital.’

Family tradition connects the house with General Jackson. Miss Beryl Hundley,
granddaughter of the first Hundley to own Laurel Meadow, reported that Jackson spent the night
in the Laurel Meadow house in 1862 and met General Lee at Walnut Grove Church the
following morning, also that Jackson did not sleep in the room assigned to him but spent all
night in the dining room writing dispatches.®
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Documents contemporary with the battle and remembrances connect Jackson’s regiment
to the Laurel Meadow property by an order given to Jackson by Lee. "At 3:00 Thursday
morning, the 26th, instead, General Jackson will advance on the road leading to Pole Green
Church communicating his march to General Branch (seven miles above Meadow Bridge)."”
There is an account given by a man named Boteler that disproves the idea that Jackson stayed
in the house though it does connect him with Hundley’s Corner. "The same evening, June 26th,
I rejoined General Jackson near Hundley's Comner, where we laid on our arms that night."®
Henry Kyd Douglas said in his book, I Rode wirh Stonewall, that "on the 26th we moved in the
direction of Hanover Court House and Hundley’s Corner... We remained bivouacked for the
night at Hundley’s Corner."® The Civil War Day by Day: An Almanac 1861-1865, written by
E. B. Long, determines that there were skirmishes at Hundley’s Corner on 26 June 1862. The
1st Maryland Infantry, the 13th Virginia Infantry, and the 6th Louisiana Infantry had skirmishes
with Union troops on that day and the following morning,*

Laurel Meadow later was again the site of military action. The Union troops of Barlow’s
division of Hancock’s corps attacked a Confederate line near Pole Green Church on 1 June
1864." Today one can see a monument that is dedicated to the 36th Wisconsin Regiment; it
is located about a mile away from Laurel Meadow. This monument, erected by Charles A.
Storke who was captured at Hundley's Corner on 1 June 1864, is on the site of the Battle of
Hundley’s Corner."” "Trenches and artillery emplacements are still in place from the Polegreen
Skirmish on 1 June, 1864" at Laurel Meadow.*

George K. Hundley died on 26 October 1892, and in his will stated, "I hereby empower my
wife, should she deem it best for the benefit of my children and herself, to sell my farm "Laurel
Meadow," located in Hanover County, or any part thereof and invest the proceeds in another,
or otherwise, as she may think proper.”'* This will proves that Laurel Meadow was the
historical name of the property by at least 1860. Earlier accounts mentioned the property only
as Isaac Oliver’s estate. The one-room schoolhouse, built in the mid-nineteenth century, is
located to the south of the main house. The county survey by Ashley Neville states that the
building is a "good example of a mid-nineteenth century private school building."

After George Hundley’s death the property quickly changed ownership several times.
In October of 1892, his widow sold Laurel Meadow to John F. Hundley.” This deed gives
the first extant boundary description reference to the Laurel Meadow property. It is "bounded
north by Raleigh Road, south by B. S. Cosky, William Martin, and William Waad, east by Mrs.
Bat Hill, Joseph Cephas, and R. J. Dickerson, and west by the county road." In October 1896,
John Hundley divided the property and sold ninety-five acres to W. A. Bassett and "to Joseph
Cephas, which said 109 53/100 acres hereby conveyed has upon it the dwelling and all other
buildings belonging to Laurel Meadow."'* Joseph Cephas sold the property to John W.
Simpkins.” The Simpkinses in turn sold it to Ella H. Shelton on 23 October 1901 for two
thousand dollars."™ Less than two years later in January 1901 she sold Laurel Meadow to James
A. McGhee and the property became the "James A. McGhee Place." The survey of the property
for this land transaction by James S. Wingfield found Laurel Meadow is "bounded on the south



KPS Form 10-900-a ‘ ' OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86) ’

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Section __ 8 Page 6 Laurel Meadow
Hanover County, Virginia

by the land of Bat Martin, on the east by the land of Walter J. Luck, and on the west by the
county road leading from Pole Green Store to School #1.""

On 21 July 1937 the McGhees sold Laurel Meadow to James B. and Mary N. Spratley.”
The Spratleys, interested in the history of their house, researched the property and wrote many
articles on Laurel Meadow. One of these articles is found in Old Homes of Hanover County,
Virginia along with the history of the adjoining property, White Chimneys, of which Laurel
Meadow was part when Isaac Oliver owned the land. Measured drawings and samples of paint
taken off walls as they were being stripped were a few of the things that the Spratleys collected
during the fifty-two years that they resided in the house. They also moved the corncrib and
tenant house from the bottomland of the property because of the threat of disintegration due to
moisture from the nearby stream. The schoolhouse, corncrib, and tenant house were restored
by the Spratleys.

In May 1989, the Spratleys sold ten acres of the Laurel Meadow property, including the
dwelling, to George W. Grubbs.” Mr, Grubbs sold the property to Duling in September 1990.
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked by the following
UTM reference points:

A 18 293880 4167570
B 18 293845 4167350
C 18 293675 4167380
D 18 293745 4167460
E 18 293620 4167540
F 18 293670 4167650

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the house, the nineteenth-century schoolhouse, the corncrib, the tenant house, and
the barn that have been historically associated with the property.



— L o ks W

AF 37887

. . ' o Thic da to awiily tovl wa  MAR. 24, 19839
‘NOTE‘ Tis pro,aer!/ does nof ke in d HUD. 1 masie an el ala braid Survey ol e procmied Lhima

Designoled flood Hazard Zons A as shown e el of oprvraneids wid dusnavi lsawa W
on panel 51023 7 0340A.  This properly . ;i‘j: e Wﬁ:‘:"m"m"rm“ -:‘:;"P-'f:zf
doas La in Flood Zona L. wiie Bdpuil pramse o Fud u&,‘-ﬂpﬂu wia

s fuiiy promises pibal et - payom bereva Tl
raport aul Mulired Catamens ordfol Higpn-sl-wds
"lll’

Fod A, Jabetl, 1
Corl, Mo {43

NOTE! GRAVESITE BOUNDARIES ARE APPROXIMATE.
“AND WERE FIELD LOCATED BY USING TREE LINE AS
EXTENT OF SITE. ONE GRAVE HEADSTONE WAS
FOUND 12° NORTH OF PROPERTY LINE.

NIE HARKIS

R 10" EAST OF

Fgn OF TREES
panr e TP N Y 7= ¢
132 \
GRAVE-— I\ V7 W ','"

3
&
——

CAVE AT T

550 611
¥ 607637° i



 Abrahare,

i, Cem

480000 - I e
FEET

£

N , : Roanag, 122
! : \\ wl L . . Y S A Fie
N N >+ = Pole Green : :
lourel. Mesdow .

UTM  Rererenees:
A 18293880 |4ILT570
B ’5,293345' |4|Ca7550

Pole Green Ch_‘ /
i

| §

/3 M. TO WS 301
——r-

R B - . *

- 1
C 18] 293675 | 47360 ot : (
R B I .
D 18] 293745 | 4167460 oel- o /, !
E 18] 2936204167540 A T
F e[ 293070 | 4161650 [ B P NN B TR L e T
: S ebarsge \_ 0 20" 95 SE
L TO VA, 615
STupLey GUADRANGLE A . .
. \A?: Mapped, edited, and published by the Geological Survey 1 SCAl
¥2%  Control by USGS and NOS/NOAA * [ S
0\(\%‘ . M 1000 0 10! N
P Topography by photogrammetric methods from aerial photographs o - . — /‘i‘_)?__:@“‘
) taken 1962. Field checked 1964 ‘ . _
Polyconic projection.  10,000-foot grid ticks based on Virginia coordinate NI -t T T
system, south zone. 1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator 160 MILS| 215»%?_'5 CONTOUR |
grid ticks, zone 18, shown in blue. 1927 North American Daturm : MATIONAL GEQDETIC
To place on the predicted North American Datum 1983 move the
prajection lines 10 meters south and 26 meters west as shown
by dashed corner ticks UTM GRID AND 1987 MAGNETIC NORTH
Fine red dashed lines indicate selected fence and fieid lines where GFCLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEEY THIS MAP COMPLIES WiTH N
generally visible on aerial photographs.  This information is unchecked FOR SALE BY U. S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, DEP
] AND VIRGINIA DIVISION OF MINERAL F
Revisions shown in purple and woodland compiled in cooperation A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC M
with Commonwealth of Virginia agencies from aerial photographs
! i taken 1984 and other sources. This information
i

not field checked. Map edited 1987





